Immortality 

of the Soul?

     After death where does a man’s soul go?  Man has been searching for an answer to this question for all the ages.  Does the soul go straight to heaven and enjoy the blessing; or down to hell to be tormented?  Is there an immortal soul within man?  Please see Bible’s teaching on this subject:

I. God Made Man from the Dust

      Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. (Gen. 2:7)

II. Disobedience Will Bring Death

      The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” (Gen. 2:15-17)

III. Satan contradicts God’s Statement

      Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate. (Gen. 3:1-6)

IV. God Standards Man Died after Sin:And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;… In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Gen. 3:17, 19)

V. The Dead Knows Nothing

      For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward; but the memory of them is lost. Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and they have no more for ever any share in all that is done under the sun. (Eccl. 9:5-6)

      For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts; for all is vanity. All go to one place; all are from the dust, and all turn to dust again. Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down to the earth? (Eccl. 3:19-21)

      The Living should not consult the Dead: And when they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the wizards who chirp and mutter,” should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? (Is. 8:19)

VI. Dead Does Not Go to Heaven

      “Brethren, I may say to you confidently of the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.…For David did not ascend into the heavens; but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand.’ (Act. 2:29, 34)

     Thus he spoke, and then he said to them, “Our friend Laz'arus has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him out of sleep.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Laz'arus is dead.” (John 11:11-14)

VII. Face Judgment after Death

     And just as it is appointed for men to die once, and after that comes judgment. (Heb. 9:27) 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately corrupt; who can understand it? I the LORD search the mind and try the heart, to give to every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings." (Jeri. 17:9-10)

     But the LORD sits enthroned for ever, he has established his throne for judgment; and he judges the world with righteousness, he judges the peoples with equity. (Psalm. 9:7-8)

VIII. Final consequences for Good and Evil

       Jesus said, “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; …Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Matt. 25:31-34, 41)

IX. God’s Persuasion

      “But if a wicked man turns away from all his sins which he has committed and keeps all my statutes and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; for the righteousness which he has done he shall live. (Ezek. 18:21-22)

Note: The Bible texts are quoted from the RSV. The word soul is translated from Greek word Psuche while is “life”; another word Pneuma accurate translation would be “spirit” or “breath.”  For body requires breath to keep alive, when breath stops life ceases.  Most of the Bible references of “soul” are talking about “breath.”  Breath is not a separate entity that goes on living after a man dies. For more information, please visit www.sdaglobal.org or call 416-321-0344.
